Weather Forecast Office

The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta Albuguerque, NM
October 1-9, 2022 Issued September 23, 2022 3:58 PM MDT
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The Albuguergue International Balloon Fiesta
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October can be an ideal month for outdoor events. The summer thunderstorm seasonhaswaned and the jet stream is usually still situated to our
north . Spectacularweather is common for prolonged stretches with dry air, crisp blue skies,and light winds. However, on rare occasions,remnants of
land-falling tropical systemsfrom the eastern Pacific or western Gulf of Mexico can bring surges of moisture into the state, particularly early in the
month. Weather systems moving far enough south through the Rocky Mountains can bring strong winds, cooler than normal temperatures and
widespread precipitation, including snow! Severeweather, while not common,canoccur asit did in 2004 .

A unique weather phenomenon known asthe "Albuguerque Box" produces an atmospheric wind pattern that results in balloons remaining over the
park during the morning hours. More information about the Albuquerque Box is provided in the following slides. The 9-day International Balloon
Flesta surrounds the first full week of October and has occurred in early October since 1975. L e ttakesa look at early October weather since 1975
acrossthe Albuguerque metro areato seewhat one may expect while dazzlingat balloons launchingfrom Balloon Fiesta Park.

Always checkthe latest NWS forecast for the Balloon Fiesta Park area prior to attending the fiesta.



https://balloonfiesta.com/
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=35.19513377063931&lon=-106.59072875976562&site=abq&smap=1&marine=0&unit=0&lg=en

